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What is worship? 
Worship is giving God glory in spirit and in truth.  This ought to be done on the both the 
personal and corporate level.   

 
Why is it so important to gather regularly for corporate worship? 
In both the Old and New Testaments God’s people gathered together on a regular basis.   
Israel gathered together at the foot of Mt Sinai.  They also assembled together right 
before entering the Promised Land.  Each and every time the nation came together they 
expressed their devotion to God through various rituals and words of praise.   

 
The NT church follows the same pattern of gathering together.  After the resurrection of 
Jesus the church did and still meets together every Lord’s Day to celebrate the person and 
work of Jesus.  In fact, the writer of Hebrews thinks this regular gathering is so important 
that he pens these words:   let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 
The weekly gathering is certainly vital but there is more to it than meeting present needs.  
Each time we meet we ought to also anticipate the ultimate assembly of God’s people 
around His throne in the new creation.  You see, each Lord’s Day assembly is a foretaste 
of what will take place in the new heavens and new earth for all eternity.  We worship 
God now without seeing Him and without hearing His audible voice, but one day we will 
see, hear, and worship Him without any hindrance.   

 
In light of the fact that worship is to be focused on God the Father and His Son 
Jesus what ideas should I keep in mind as I approach corporate worship? 
1.  Rather than ask the question “What did I get out of the worship service?” we ought to 
ask “What did I give?”   
2.  Rather than see ourselves as the audience we ought to see ourselves as worshippers. 
3.  Rather than see our Lord’s Day gathering as an evangelistic rally we ought to see it as a 
time for God’s people to worship their Lord. 

 
What does it mean to worship God in spirit and in truth? 
To worship God in spirit means that we respond to Him, not just with our bodies, but 
with our hearts.  God seeks out worshippers who give Him glory both outwardly and 
inwardly.  To worship God in truth means that we worship Him according to His Word.  
God has made it clear in His Word what He requires of us when we gather.  We must 
follow His lead. 


